[Hepatitis B--a viral oncogene?].
Infection with hepatitis B virus may develop into a chronic carrier state, which may result in chronic hepatitis, cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma, but the exact mechanism of the development of hepatocellular carcinoma is still not known. The question is whether it is hepatitis B virus itself or the cellular changes due to persistent hepatitis B virus infection that cause malignant changes? The purpose of this article was to describe the natural history of hepatitis B virus infection together with epidemiological, serological, and molecular data that show a connection between chronic hepatitis B virus infection and the development of hepatocellular carcinoma.